
Kingswood 
Information Session 

Wednesday  3rd

September



Welcome to

Dearne Valley

Denaby Main, Conisbrough,

South Yorkshire, DN12 4EA

Thursday 25th September – Friday 26th September



Change of Venue

Early in 2025, Kingswood, an outdoor activity provider and part of the Inspiring 
Learning Group, entered administration, resulting in the closure of seven of its UK 
activity centers including Peak Venture, the site Barkisland had been using for a 
number of years.  Luckily, PGL acquired three of the centres: Grosvenor Hall, Dearne 
Valley, and Overstrand Hall, ensuring some planned trips can still go ahead. 

In between this sad news and the end of last academic years, we were working closely 
with PGL to secure places at the closet centre to us which is Dearne Valley near 
Doncaster. End of June, PGL were able to confirm our places at Dearne Valley.

As a school, we have had one residential at Doncaster but decided to move to Peak 
Venture just outside Sheffield as this was closer.

Dearne Valley is still being run as a Kingswood site until 2026 when PGL will put their 
own stamp on it.



Key information

Departure information:

• Coach pick up time is approx. 1pm  

• Children will have lunch in school as normal.

• Parents are welcome to wave us off

• Any medications your child is required to have e.g. antihistamines; 
travel sickness pills etc need to be clearly labelled with your child’s name 
and handed to a member of staff.  A school administration of medication 
form will also need to be completed (this can be found on the school 
website under letters and news/ useful documents/ administration of 
medication consent form) 

• Inhalers-we will take any inhalers from school but can parents also 
pack any blue inhalers so the children can keep this in their room for 
night time.  Staff will need to take charge of any brown inhalers

• Adults supporting myself are to be confirmed. 



Key information

Arrival at school & luggage:

• Children are to come into school as normal on the Thursday 
dressed suitably for the residential e.g. joggers/leggings/t-
shirt/hoodie/trainers/walking shoes

• They can leave their luggage in the outdoor classroom- 
children can have a rucksack to bring on the coach and a small 
holdall bag or suitcase.  In their rucksack they can bring small 
items to keep them entertained e.g. playing cards, top trumps 
etc



Key information

Departure from Dearne Valley:

• Coach collection from Kingswood is approximately 1.15pm, 
so we will be back before the end of the school day.

• Kingswood will provide the children with a lunch before we 
leave for school on the Friday.



Key information

Kit List & other items:

• Recommended not to bring jeans; no money needed; bring a 
named water bottle to avoid sharing of cups.
• Long sleeves and long trousers for most activities and hair tied 
back.
• Label all clothing
• Roll on deodrants
• Book to read at night

• No electronics – these will be taken off any child who brings one

• No sweets or snacks – not allowed to eat in the dorms and 
potential choking hazard when eating unsupervised and can create 
opportunities for misbehaviour



Organisation of 
groups 

• Children will be split into 3 groups for the activities during the 
day – they will find these out the day before they go.

• All children will be encouraged to take part-no child will be 
forced to do anything they are hugely uncomfortable with but 
the activities are geared so that all children can participate at 
their own level (activity timetable to follow later in the 
presentation)

• Boys and girls sleep separately.  The children will be dorming 
with at least one of their chosen friends.  They will find out 
which room they are in when they are on the coach (more 
details on accommodation further along in this presentation)



Organisation of 
groups 

• Thought and careful planning goes into the organisastion of groups and 
sleeping arrangements.

• Groups are decided as a staff team and as a staff we know the children well
• As well as taking into consideration each child’s wishes, we base our 

decisions on a myriad of factors such as personalities, friendships, 
confidence levels, skills and attributes – it is about the best experience for 
all.

• Not just about 1 child but the group as a whole
• Ask that parents trust us in this decision making and our decisions are final





Your centre

A unique blend of nature, adventurous activities, and 

contemporary purpose built accommodation and high 
quality learning facilities.

Formerly the Earth Centre, one of the millennium 

commission projects, Dearne Valley was transformed into 

a state-of-the-art activity centre in 2012. Dearne Valley is 

our most environmentally sustainable centre, complete 

with one of Europe’s largest solar panels and an on-site 
water treatment plant.

With fantastic indoor and outdoor activity facilities 

surrounded by the beautiful countryside of South 

Yorkshire, a purpose built watersports lake and access to 

the adjacent River Don for watersports, Dearne Valley 

offers something for everyone.



Timetable of activities



Overview 
of the 
days

• On arrival we will meet our course leader 
and group leaders 

• Tour of the site

• Children will make their beds in their rooms 
(all bedding is provided)-opportunity to 
practice making beds with the children

• Chat with our course leader about the 
activities

• 4pm first activity-led by a group leader 
supported by a Barkisland member of staff

• Meal time we have a half hour slot and the 
rest of the time is free time/ice breaker

• Evening activity

• Ready for bed and lights out around 9.30pm

• Breakfast

• Activities

• Packed lunch for departure (children will 
choose this before the residential) 



Accomodation



• Each pod sleeps 8 – 
not anticipating putting 
8 children in one pod

• Will be sleeping with 
at least 1 friend off their 
list

• Toilet block is 
separate to pods

• Teachers’ pods near 
by – children will be 
shown these



Sleeping arrangements
• After lights out, the children are the responsibility of Barkisland staff.  However, 
staff also need their sleep to ensure they are not sleep deprived and can adequately 
take care of your child, support Kingswood staff during activities and also supervise 
safely during any free periods.

• From the plan of the pods, it is clear that teachers’ pods are close by but the pods 
are spaced out so not all noise will be detected by staff members.
• Therefore, there is an expectation that children behave responsibly in their pods or 
speak out should they feel the need to.

• Barkisland staff will be available throughout the night if any child should need 
them.  

• Barkisland staff will not be patrolling the area throughout the night.

• There are 2 members of Kingswood staff on site over night should we need any 
help but they do not routinely patrol the accommodation.

• If you are not comfortable with the sleeping arrangements, the layout of the pods, 
the reduced supervision at night, please contact school and we can discuss this 
further. 





Breakfast



Tea





We know how daunting it can be letting your child go on a residential visit, so 

we do everything we can to make it a safe and enjoyable experience for all.

Our policies and procedures are designed to make sure we 

adhere to the highest safety standards at all times:

– Continual safety and first aid training for all staff

– Regular checks on equipment before and after every activity 

session

– Qualified First-Aider on centre 24/7

– All staff are fully DBS checked.

We create a warm, supportive environment for students so they 

quickly feel at home. All our activities are progressive, allowing 

students to join in at whatever level they’re comfortable with. 

We have found the best way to help children cope with being 

away from home is to keep them busy, having fun from dawn ‘til 

dusk.

Kingswood cannot guarantee 100% safety for personal items brought onto centre and they will not be 

covered by insurance.  It is therefore advisable to leave valuables – cameras, mobiles, iPods, MP3 

players, computer games, jewellery - at home. A clearly named disposable camera is acceptable.



Residential 
Code of 
Conduct

2 hard copies will be 
sent home-one to 
keep and one to sign 
and send back to 
school.

Please go through this carefully 
with your child



If you are:
not comfortable
have any doubts
have any worries
If the residential causes anxiety….

Do not feel you have to send your child - there is no 
expectation for children to take part in residentials so 
please don’t feel pressured.

Please come and speak to a member of staff if you are 
having doubts

Ultimately it is your decision.



Thank you!

Any questions?
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